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LIMITED ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW 
 
 

A. Project Identification 
 

Name:   Village of New Boston 
WWTP Improvements Phase 7 CSO 
 

WPCLF#:   CS390658-0014, AIMS #6814 
 

Contact:   Steve Hamilton, Village Administrator 
Village of New Boston 
3980 Rhodes Avenue 
New Boston, Ohio 45662 

 
 

B.  History and Existing Conditions 
 

The Village of New Boston has requested approximately $1,920,000 from the Ohio Water Pollution 
Control Loan Fund (WPCLF) to finance the installation of flow meters and combined sewer separation 
work including the repair or replacement of existing sewers (see Figures I-III). 
 
New Boston’s wastewater collection system is comprised of “separate” and “combined” sewer systems.  
“Separate” sewer systems consist of two sewers, one carrying sanitary sewage (i.e. sewage from homes, 
businesses and industries), and one carrying stormwater. “Combined” sewer systems carry sanitary 
sewage and stormwater in a common sewer. During periods of significant rainfall, the capacity of a 
combined sewer may be exceeded. When this occurs, regulators (flow diverters) in the sewers allow the 
excess flow, which is a mixture of sanitary sewage and stormwater, to be discharged directly into a 
receiving water such as the Ohio River. The combined sewer overflow (CSO) releases this flow to prevent 
backups into basements or streets. 
 
New Boston owns four pump stations and maintains approximately 80,000 feet of separate storm, 
sanitary, and combined sewers while the neighboring City of Portsmouth treats the Village’s sewage. 
 
Over half of the Village’s combined sewers have been separated in six previous phases of sewer 
separation work along Gallia, Stanton, Vine, Manning, Peebles, Finney, and Stewart streets, Ohio, 
Glenwood, Rhodes, and West avenues, mapping the existing system, and dye testing all sanitary 
connections. 
 
In early field investigations, the Village found that separating the combined sewers will minimize pump 
station overloading and CSO activation in New Boston.  The Village’s 2013 Facilities Plan recommended 
separating combined sewers and installing a 72-inch diameter storm sewer in Rhodes Avenue to convey 
storm flows to Munn’s Run, an Ohio River tributary. To accomplish this, the Village is carrying out the 
recommended work in phases based on the availability of funding.   
 
The 2013 Facilities Plan recommended CSO improvements for Phases 1 through 3 and in 2015, further 
improvements were identified for Phases 4 through 8.  In May of 2016, New Boston submitted an 
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addendum to the earlier plans that modified the recommended sequence of proposed improvements 
for these phases.    
 

C. Project Description 
 
Phase 7 of the Village's sewer separation work includes the installation of 12- to 72-inch diameter storm 
sewers, 8- to 24-inch sanitary sewers, manholes, catch basins, all associated street construction, and the 
installation of flow meters. Combined sewers will be separated on Vine and Gallia Streets, and Ohio and 
West Avenues, and flow meters will be installed on the West Avenue and Webb Alley CSOs. 
 
To accomplish as much sewer separation work as possible with the available WPCLF funding, the Village 
will solicit a design and bid strategy which includes base and alternate bids.  
 

D.  Estimated Project Costs 
 
The Village will fully finance Phase 7 with $1,920,000 from the WPCLF via Principal Forgiveness, a loan 
which doesn't require repayment. Village residents currently pay an annual average sewer bill of $510 
which is 3.07% percent of the Village’s median household income (MHI) of $16,605 (2013 American 
Community Survey). The Village has capped this cost and will not advance any additional sewer 
separation work which requires the incurrence of additional debt. 
 

E. Project Schedule 
 
The Village anticipates receiving a September 2018 WPCLF loan award and substantial completion of 
construction by late 2019. 
 

F. Public Notification 
 
The Village has a well-established history of working with the public and local officials; on July 2, 2013, a 
widely-advertised public meeting was held and approximately ten residents as well as officials of New 
Boston, Portsmouth, U.S. EPA, and Ohio EPA attended. The presentation covered the need for the 
overall sewer separation program, the status of enforcement, a description of the proposed sewer 
separation program, its water quality benefits, its probable costs as known at the time, and debt 
repayment’s potential impact to sewer bills. In addition to taking questions directly from the attendees, 
New Boston addressed questions that had come to the attention of Village officials before the meeting. 
Since then, individual phases of the project have been discussed during open Council meetings and the 
Village intends to hold an additional public meeting for Phase 7 in advance of the project’s WPCLF 
award. 
 
As part of its State Environmental Review Process, Ohio EPA’s Division of Environmental and Financial 
Assistance will post this Limited Environmental Review (LER) and Finding of No Significant Impact to its 
web page located at http://epa.ohio.gov/defa/ofa.aspx (“WPCLF Documents for Review and 
Comment”).    
 

G.  Conclusion 
 
The proposed project meets the project type criteria for a LER; namely, it is minor upgrading of existing 

http://epa.ohio.gov/defa/ofa.aspx
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treatment works including minor rehabilitation of existing facilities that has no potential for associated 
significant adverse environmental impacts and will have no effect on high value environmental 
resources.  Furthermore, the project meets the other qualifying criteria for a LER; specifically, the 
proposed project: 
 

- does not require extensive specific impact mitigation, as ground-disturbing activities will occur 
in asphalt or concrete-paved areas which have already undergone extensive disturbance for the 
construction of buildings, underground and above-ground utilities, streets, parking lots, and 
sidewalks; the new infrastructure will be underground, without permanent alteration of the 
viewshed; and no historical properties or important cultural resources are located within the 
construction limits. No residents or businesses will be displaced for the project. Road detours 
and access restrictions due to construction may result in some traffic delays for residents, 
businesses, and commuters. However, substantial disruptions are not anticipated, as standard 
construction best management practices will be used to control noise, dust, traffic disruption, 
and storm water runoff.  

 
- has no significant adverse environmental effect because the project is not located on or near 

sensitive resources such as floodplains, state or federally-designated wild, scenic or recreational 
rivers, riparian areas, prime or unique agricultural lands, aquifer recharge zones, 
archaeologically or historically significant sites, where threatened or endangered species or their 
critical habitat are present, or in a coastal zone. The proposed project will not result in an 
increase in pollutant loadings to be discharged to the waters of the State of Ohio. Additionally, 
the project will not have any stream crossings or sewer alignments parallel to streams. 
 

- has no adverse effect on high value environmental resources because none are present in the 
proposed work area. 
 

- is not a controversial action as its focus is to reduce flooding and sewer surcharges which will be 
beneficial to the community. Ohio EPA is unaware of opposition to the project that requires no 
sewer rate increase. 

 
- does not create a new or relocate an existing discharge to surface or ground waters, since it 

does not involve the installation of a new point source discharge or the relocation of an outfall. 
 

- will not result in substantial increases in the volume of discharge or loading of pollutants from 
an existing source or from new facilities to receiving waters, since the proposed project does not 
involve a point source discharge.  

 
- will not provide capacity to serve a population substantially greater than the existing population 

because it merely rehabilitates and upgrades the existing sewer system and is not designed to 
serve a significant growth in population; therefore, it will have no adverse secondary 
environmental impacts, such as the conversion of farmland to more intensive uses, which are 
caused by the extension of public utilities that induce new building development.  
 

- is cost effective because finalization of this project will help reduce CSOs and decrease the 
sewer system operations and maintenance costs, and the availability of Principal Forgiveness 
financing minimizes cost to residents and impact on the local economy.  



4 
Limited Environmental Review- Village of New Boston, WWTP Improvements Phase 7 CSO 

 
The planning activities for the project have identified no potentially significant adverse impacts.  The 
project is expected to have no significant short-term or long-term adverse impacts on the quality of the 
human environment or on sensitive resources (surface waters, coastal zones, floodplains, wetlands, 
state-designated scenic or recreational rivers, prime or unique agricultural lands, aquifer recharge 
zones, archaeologically or historically significant sites, threatened or endangered species, or state and 
federal wildlife areas). 
 

H.  For more information, please contact: 
 
Angela Adkins 
Ohio EPA - DEFA 
P.O. Box 1049 
Columbus, OH  43216-1049 
(614) 644-3651 
angela.adkins@epa.ohio.gov 
 
 
 

mailto:dan.halterman@epa.ohio.gov
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