MINUTES
NEW BOSTON VILLAGE COUNCIL
April 21, 2015
	
	Regular session of New Boston Village council was called to order at 6:30 p.m. James Warren, Jr., President of Council, presided over the meeting.  The roll was called with the following members of council being present:  Mr. Fetty, Mr. Payton, Mr. Imes and Mr. Patrick. 

	Mr. Payton made the motion to excuse the absent members, Mr. Mills and 
Mr. Williams.  Mr. Patrick seconded the motion.  All members concurring, Mr. Warren declared the motion carried 4-0.

	Pledge of allegiance/silent prayer  

	Mr. Payton made a motion to accept and file the minutes from April 7, 2015.  
Mr. Imes seconded the motion.  All members concurring, Mr. Warren declared the motion carried 4-0.  

	Reports from visitors:  Steven Porter, Section 594 Program Manager for the State of Ohio.  This program is an environmental infrastructure program where the government pays 75% and local sponsor pays 25% for improvements to water treatment systems, water distribution systems, sewer systems, sewer collections systems, etc.  This program has been in place since 1999 and to date has received about $119 million for the state of Ohio. For 2015 they have received $7.5 million for the four districts in Ohio.  New Boston has been identified as receiving $1 million.  The community would need to come up with $333,000.  Would need to enter into an agreement with the village for a waste water system improvements.  The way it would work as New Boston pays for the expenditure we would reimburse 75% up to the 
$1 million government expenditure.  There is a tight deadline and would like to have an agreement before the end of September.  Mr. Hamilton asked if the money could be used to pay off our OWDA loan down to where our annual payment could be cut by one-third. 
Mr. Porter stated they could review prior design work and may be able to reimburse some of that expenditure but cannot reimburse construction that is complete.  Mr. Hamilton stated he has talked to OWDA and they would finance the $333,000 at a 0% loan and this would pay for the Glenwood project.  Mr. Porter stated he would need to meet with the village and actually see what the village would use the money for.  He stated there are different types of agreements and the one he would look at is the construction and design and they would need to write the scope.  Mr. Hamilton asked why could not we use The Corp money to work on the flood pump stations.  Mr. Porter stated federal money was used to build them and once they are turned over to local government then federal money is not used to operate and maintain them.  
Mr. Porter explained what would need to happen before it could get started such as having a binding agreement, passing an ordinance, sign letter of intent and submit financial statements.  Mr. Porter stated he would help administer the 594 Program and introduced Travis and Rebecca with him and stated they would be handling the project.  Other discussion and questions were held and Mayor, Steve and council thanked them for coming. 

	Mike Bell, on behalf of the Autism Project of Southern Ohio – Autism Walk on Saturday, April 25.  Kiwanis will be having car show and the Challenger League will be playing.  There will be 40 vendors, games and music.  Invited everyone to attend.  

	Bruce Rape, reported an update on Phase I project with J&H – last time discussion was held to pass a resolution to close out Phase I with J&H and not force them to complete what they had not completed.  We are still requesting nine different items of paperwork that they have not complied with.  But since the project has been substantially completed they are allowed to request payment up to everything but 2% of their retainage which they did request. Application 11 was processed but we increased the retainage to $48,000 until the paperwork has been completed.  Subcontractor also has not been paid therefore we will withhold this last payment to help cover lien against the village.  Phase 2 – Fields has earned about 72% of their contract and should be complete by the end of the week.  This does not include road work and cleanup.  Also reported information regarding Shale Bank.  Also reported everything is in line with what has been reported.  Feasibility Study – RCAP has been working on the GIS mapping.  Public meeting has been pushed back to June 2, 2015 prior to council meeting.

	No presenting and acting on petitions  

	Reading on communications:  none

Reports of:

James Warren, Mayor – 1.  He and Fire chief interviewed several candidates for the fire department.  Two positions resigned and two or three more may leave soon.   They were sent for physicals.  Two may be hired at next meeting and more if needed.   

Lana Loper, Clerk – 1.  Presented report for March 2015.  Mr. Payton made a motion to accept and file the report.  Mr. Imes seconded the motion.  All members concurring, Mr. Warren declared the motion carried 4-0.  2.   Talked to Gary Duzan regarding the health insurance.  Medical Mutual costs would rise over $60,000.  United Health Care Silver plan would save us about $78,000.  He is still giving Medical Mutual until Friday to respond.  3.  Referring to clerk’s report, Mr. Fetty stated we have enough in our police and disability fund to pay them off this year.  This was due to be paid off in 2035 and we will be glad to pay that off 20 years early.  

Justin Blume, Legal Counsel – no report

Steve Hamilton, Village Administrator – 1.  Received a call today for Mr. Lawson who has asked the village to spray for ticks.  The village has never done this before and is worried about responsibility if someone would become sick.  Mr. Patrick stated he was at the park in the infield and there were several ticks on his and Mr. Lawson’s clothing.   Asked to get quotes for cost of spray.  2.  Presented a report from Travelers Insurance stating they cannot commit to coverage at this time since they need to removed to figure what the failure analysis report and quotes for the repairs are.  Steve stated he was not sure what council would determine what the priorities are for the flood defense since major repairs are needed.  Mr. Fetty stated a flood defense committee meeting still needs to meet.  Mr. Payton asked how Steve would prioritize.  Steve stated two pumps would need to be pulled to find the problem at the cost of $16,350 each not including repairs.  Mr. Payton also asked Mr. Hamilton to come up with a priority list.  

Theda Aldridge, Income Tax Director – no report

Darrold Clark, Chief of Police – 1.  Presented report for April 16, 2015.  Mr. Imes made a motion to accept and file the report.  Mr. Fetty seconded the motion.  All members concurring, Mr. Warren declared the motion carried 4-0.  

John Williams, Fire Chief – Reported it has been a very busy first two weeks on the job, with a truck going through a house, Kiwanis apartment fire and head-on collision on Milldale Avenue.  Everyone is safe.  New Ranger side by side is in.  Trying to get four firemen hired.  One would have to attend fire training.  Craig, Hayes and Paxson looking to leave.  

	Reports of Chairman of Committees:

Junior Williams, Finance and Wages – absent

Ralph Imes, Streets & Alleys – none

Mike Payton, Utilities & Communications – none

Jon Mills, Flood & Sewage - absent

Vonald Patrick, Laws and Claims- none

Dan Fetty, Lands & Buildings – none
	
	Reading of Ordinances and Resolutions
2nd readings
An ordinance was read reaffirming the existing pickup plan of employee contributions to the Ohio Police and Fire Pension Fund for NBFD employees.  Mr. Fetty made a motion for the second reading.  Mr. Payton seconded the motion.  The roll was called.  The voting results are as follows:  ayes –4.  

An ordinance was read reaffirming the existing pickup plan of employee contributions to the Ohio Police and Fire Pension Fund for NBPD employees.  Mr. Patrick made a motion for the second reading.  Mr. Fetty seconded the motion.  The roll was called.  The voting results are as follows:  ayes –4

A resolution was read authorizing the Village Administrator to close out Phase One (1) of the Sewer Improvement project and hire a contractor to complete all remaining contract work as well as other work as specified by the project engineer and declaring an emergency.  Mr. Payton made a motion to amend the ordinance to remove “and declaring an emergency” and only have the first reading.  Mr. Imes seconded the motion.  The roll was called.  The voting results are as follows:  ayes – 4.  Mr. Payton made a motion for the first reading.  Mr. Patrick seconded the motion.  The roll was called.  The voting results are as follows:  ayes – 4.  

New Business

Mr. Warren – reported an application was received from the New Boston Police department to solicit funds for the Children’s Christmas Fund. Ask for an ordinance to be brought in.  Mr. Fetty made a motion to have the ordinance brought in next meeting.  Mr. Patrick seconded the motion.  All members concurring, Mr. Warren declared the motion carried 4-0. 

Mr. Mills - absent 

Mr. Fetty – 1.  Thanked the police department for wearing their dress uniforms today for the funeral of Terry Salyers, former council member.  They looked very nice.  2.  Welcomed Creative Possibilities to New Boston.  They opened in the former Sam Goody building.  3.  Received a call back regarding Bonefiddle Arts and they thanked us for inviting them to the village but they do want to stay in Portsmouth.  4.  Stated there was an article in the paper for Habitat for Humanity looking for land to build on.  Stated he called Steve wanting to know the available sights in the village.  Steve stated there are liens on the properties but we may be able to get those removed.  5.  Stated he has an issue with the hiring of a janitor due to the costs and in the past we have gotten it cleaned for nothing.  Mayor Warren stated it wasn’t cleaned properly and when he and the girls have to clean he feels it was time to hire a part-time person who knows how to do it.  Mr. Fetty feels there are other means to get it done.  6.  Hope to get the Natureworks Grant paperwork filed next week.  

Mr. Patrick – made a motion to change the employee’s health insurance to United Health Care from Medical Mutual through Portsmouth Insurance Company.  After attending the insurance meeting today, he feels this would be best for the village by saving $75,000.  Mr. Duzan will have a meeting to explain changes to the employees.  Mr. Payton seconded the motion. The roll was called.  The voting results are as follows:  ayes – 4.   

Mr. Payton – 1.  Asked Lana how the meeting went on the pre-audit meeting.  She stated they are anxious to get started in the morning and they were impressed that we had several council members, mayor and village administrator attend.  2.  Opening Day for the Little League went well.  3.  Asked about how we are going to handle the political sign problem in the village. 
Mr. Blume stated the laws are enforceable since these laws were passed by council.  4.  Presented information regarding a new policy regarding new employees.  Asked council to review and will talk about it next meeting.  5.  Announced he will be getting a new granddaughter!!

Mr. Williams – absent

Mr. Imes – Witnessed the gook work by the service, fire and police departments on the fire and accidents and also thanked Portsmouth for their help.  

	There being no further business, Mr. Imes moved the meeting be adjourned.  
Mr. Payton seconded the motion.  All members concurring, Mr. Warren declared the meeting be adjourned at 8:35 p.m.
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