MINUTES

NEW BOSTON VILLAGE COUNCIL

JULY 15, 2008


Regular session of New Boston Village Council was called to order at 6:30 p.m.  James Warren, Jr., President of Council, presided over the meeting.  The roll was called with the following members of council being present:  Ms. Hickman-Aeh, Mr. Williams, Mr. Payton, Mr. Mills, Mr. Hamilton and Mr. Salyers.

Pledge of Allegiance/silent prayer


Mr. Payton made a motion to accept and file the minutes from July 1, 2008.
Mr. Mills seconded the motion.  All members concurring, Mr. Warren declared the motion carried 6-0.


Reports from visitors:



The following spoke to council concerning drugs in their neighborhood:


Rhonda Russell – Stanton Avenue – reported break-ins and drug dealers in her area.  Would like for citizens to get together and take back the community.  The police had been called at least 40 times.  Feels something should be done and more help needed.

Jo Anna Krohn – Portsmouth – her son, Wesley Workman, 18 years old was the boy who died on Cedar Street from a gunshot wound.  He had been using drugs since 14.    She tried to get him help several times but the drugs were too easy to get.  She does not want anyone else to go through what she has been through.  She feels the community needs more help.

Leslie Fannin – Stanton Avenue – reported she has 4 children who cannot even go outside and play for all the drug dealers.  She is scared at night.  She has lived in New Boston for 17 years and has never seen the problem so bad.  Needles and beer bottles in the streets in New Boston are a problem.


Wanda Brooks – Stanton Avenue – reported there is a problem with small kids in the street with no one watching them and they are even out at midnight.  She has sat on her porch and watched drug deals go down and tires have been slashed.  There was a girl busted for drugs in the library lot and yet was let go.  Neighbors also have been broken into.  She wants something done.

Traci Perry – Gallia Street – she is a single parent and is scared.  There are drugs in her complex and she needs help.


Diane Carr – Stanton Avenue – also reported she has seen drug deals.  Residents in rental property are not keeping the houses clean.  Some landlords don’t care who they rent to as long as they get their money.  She can’t let her son play with some of the neighborhood children because of their language and actions.  Unable to sell her home because value has decreased due to drug area.

Bernice Dotson – Kiwanis Apts. – drug deals are going down in front of the apartments and across the street at the bar.  Can’t sleep because of loud noise all night.  She has called the drug hotline several times and not getting any response from the police.

Evelyn Hughes – Kiwanis Apts. – she has lived in New Boston 4 different times and reported the drug problem is worse each time.  She has lost 2 children to drugs and she will fight back.  

Jim Smith – Stanton Avenue – has only been in New Boston for 4 months and reported the drugs are worse here than anywhere he has been.  Trouble started with the flyers that were passed around.  He has been threatened to be shot and his burned.  Drug deals everywhere around him and most of the guys are on probation and feels something can be done.  He will not be scared out of New Boston.  He is staying.

Carol Bowling – Stanton Avenue – on July 2 at 1:30a.m. came face to face with an intruder and then found a butcher knife by her bed.  She now is forced to get a security system.  She would like to see something done in the area about drugs.  She has also lost a daughter-in-law to drugs.

Aaron Fannin – Stanton Avenue – works at a prison but he is more afraid to walk down his street than the aisles at work.  Young children are running the streets and no one is watching them. Called Children Services but nothing is done.

Carla Coleman – West Portsmouth – Her mother lives in New Boston and she is concerned for her safety.  The apartment where she lives tells them there is nothing they can do but call the drug hotline, but when they do nothing is done.  She wants to know if anything will be done about drugs in New Boston.

Mike Meehan - Pine Street – everyone should be concerned in New Boston, not only residents on Stanton and Gallia but everywhere.
Brandy Frye – Eviction process has started to get residents out of a house on Stanton Avenue

Joe McGraw – Cedar Street – Want to know if the Village has enough police power and what can the citizens do to help.

James Warren, Mayor – responded to citizens to let them know we are going to take back our Village.  He reported he has been out this past weekend till 3:00am on Friday and 5:00 am on Saturday watching locations around the Village.  The problem has been identified – people pushing drugs – warns them to straighten up or get out of New Boston.  Pills are coming in from Florida and people are getting addicted.  Hope to get them help.  His phone number is in the book and does encourage the residents to call for help.
Donna Southworth – Can there be funds set aside to help the residents.

Mr. Warren – has ordered overtime and in the process of hiring a new officer.

Jon Mills – Councilman – told citizens something will be done.  He had signs made against drug dealers and encouraged citizens to display them in the area.  Call him if you need his help.
Rosie Rosier – Pine Street – concerned for her mother who lives on Stanton Avenue.  Hopes everyone will come back for more meeting.

Darrold Clark – Police Chief – stated we do have a drug problem and it isn’t just one area.  The police are working on the drug problem.  Working extra hours and undercover to get to the source.  There are rules and guidelines an officer has to go by.
Shelly Hickman-Aeh – Councilwoman – thanked everyone for coming.  She also is concern for the citizens.  Feels there needs to be a game plan to protect the community.  Portsmouth and Scioto County Sheriff’s Departments have narcotics unit and maybe we could also make it work for us.  Encourages everyone to call when they have a problem.
Mike Payton – Councilman – reported there are web sites also to report any problems and passed out papers as examples on how to fill out the form.
Junior Williams – Councilman – reported the Finance Committee has met and determined collections from income tax is up due to new businesses and he hopes to hire another officer or add more overtime to help the problem.

Steve Hamilton – Councilman – reported the situation is bad on Stanton Avenue.  He was raised there and has really seen the change.  Mayor’s court can only see small cases.  Felons are sent downtown and we need to let the judges know we are serious about the crimes in New Boston.  Citizens also can call him for help.

James Warren – Mayor – Safety is our biggest concern for the people.  He will not let the community be taken over by drugs.
John Whitt – Stanton Avenue – stated he is tired of being harassed by the police and that he is not a drug dealer.

                                 TEN MINUTE RECESS

Reports of:
Mr. Warren, Mayor 

Reported he was out over the weekend concerning the drug problems.  Hope to hire a new police officer and he is now accepting applications.
Mrs. Loper, Clerk


Presented report for June, 2008.  Mr. Hamilton made a motion to accept and file the report.  Mr. Salyers seconded the motion.  All members concurring, Mr. Warren declared the motion carried 6-0.

Mrs. Bender, Treasurer


Absent


Mr. Lytten, Legal Counsel


Absent


Mr. Sturgill, Village Administrator


EPA will meet with SOPA concerning taking over the Coke Plant.

Reported drilling was being done by CTL in the lake bottom.  The schools ordered the drilling but the Village was not notified.  The school is interested in the lake bottom for a location for the new school site, but Mr. Sturgill is totally against this location because of flooding.


Mrs. Aldridge, Income Tax Director


Presented a report concerning amount of back taxes owed.  Mr. Payton made a motion to accept and file the report.  Mr. Mills seconded the motion.  All members concurring, Mr. Warren declared the motion carried 6-0.


Mr. Clark, Chief of Police


Presented 2nd quarter report.  Mr. Mills made a motion to accept and file the report.  Mr. Hamilton seconded the motion.  All members concurring, Mr. Warren declared the motion carried 6-0.


Mr. Bender, Fire Chief


Absent


Mr. Williams – Laws and Finance – 


Reviewed with council the results of the Finance Meeting held on
July 8, 2008.  The committee compared actual figures for the first six months of income and expenses to the projected amounts.  The committee also recommends a one dollar an hour pay increase for full time employees.  He is recommending to bring in next council meeting on emergency to get the pay increase started sooner.  Also the committee talked about finances needed for improvement of alleys and roadways.  Mr. Mills made a motion to accept and file the report.  Mr. Hamilton seconded the motion.  All members concurring, Mr. Warren declared the motion carried 6-0.  Mr. Williams made a motion to bring in legislation for the pay increase.  Mr. Hamilton seconded the motion.  After some discussion, the rolled was called.  The voting results – ayes – 6.  Mr. Williams set another meeting for July 24, 2008 at 5:30 p.m.

Mrs. Hickman-Aeh – Lands and Buildings – will schedule a meeting sometime in August.

Reading of Ordinances and Resolutions


An ordinance was read transferring and appropriating amounts in the various funds of the village and declaring an emergency.  Mr. Hamilton moved the rules requiring an ordinance or resolution of a general or permanent nature involving the expenditure of money be read on three separate dates be suspended.  Mr. Mills seconded the motion.  The roll was called.  The voting results – ayes – 6.


Mr. Williams moved Ordinance No. 16-2008 be adopted.  Mr. Mills seconded the motion.  The roll was called.  The voting results – ayes – 6.

A resolution was read declaring the amount of taxes that may be raised by levy at the maximum rate authorized by law without a vote of the electors to be insufficient; and declaring the necessity of a levy in excess to such rate.  Mr. Williams made motion to adopt the resolution.  Mr. Hamilton seconded the motion.  The roll was called.  The voting results – ayes – 6.

New Business


Mr. Warren – reported the recording device went out in the jail.  New equipment must be purchased.

Mr. Hamilton – thanked everyone for coming and stated everyone must get on board to fight crime and drugs.


Mr. Salyers – asked if signs for OSCO and SFI were posted.  Mr. Sturgill stated he would contact them to route their trucks to specific entrances.

Mr. Payton – asked the water department when he paid his bill why the bills were higher.  They stated some were estimated and the new water meters had nothing to do with the increase.  Asked if the school had been notified about the tax abatement for Infra-Metals.  Mr. Sturgill stated he was waiting for a date closer to signing of the agreement.  

Mr. Williams – asked if there had been any studies done on the air quality in the Village lately.  Mr. Sturgill said he would check with EPA.


Mr. Mills – thanked everyone for coming out to the meeting and he will help out any way he can.  Presented his suggestion on how to paint the smoke stack.


Mrs. Hickman-Aeh – asked Elaine Evans from the school board about the new school site.  She stated no definite site has been selected but possibly the pool area.  School Board meeting is scheduled Monday at 6:30 p.m.  Asked Mr. Sturgill if he is leaving his position at the village for another job.  Mr. Sturgill said he was unsure.  Stated she would like the position advertised if he left.  Mr. Warren said it would be advertised.  Also asked the Mayor if he knows how much is owed in delinquent fines.  He stated there are delinquent fines and warrants are issued for non payments but does not know the amounts owed.  

There being no further business, Mr. Hamilton moved the meeting be adjourned.  Mr. Williams seconded the motion.  All members concurring, Mr. Warren declared the motion carried 6-0.








___________________________








President of Council

Passed:  ___________________________, 2008

Attest:  ____________________________


Village Clerk  
