MINUTES

NEW BOSTON VILLAGE COUNCIL

AUGUST 5, 2008


Regular session of New Boston Village Council was called to order at 6:30 p.m.  James Warren, Jr., President of Council, presided over the meeting.  The roll was called with the following members of council being present:  Ms. Hickman-Aeh, Mr. Williams, Mr. Payton, Mr. Mills, Mr. Hamilton, and Mr. Salyers.


Pledge of Allegiance/silent prayer


Mr. Mills made a motion to accept and file the minutes from July 15, 2008.

Mr. Hamilton seconded the motion.  All members concurring, Mr. Warren declared the motion carried 6-0.


Reports from visitors:


Vickie Risner – Glenwood Avenue - reported prostitution activity was going on in her neighborhood.  Children live in the area and she would like to see the prostitution  stopped.  


Wanda Brooks – Stanton Avenue – asked if anything had been done about the drug activity on Stanton Avenue and if anything was done to the officer who acted inappropriately.  She still is unable to sleep at night because of the threats they are receiving.  She feels more police officers are needed.  She also stated when she called in the dispatcher was rude.  Mr. Clark, Police Chief, stated officers are working overtime to help with the problem.  He said all calls are recorded and he will speak to the officer and dispatcher.

Rhonda Russell – Stanton Avenue – reported to council there still is a problem in her area.  She said they were taking turns sleeping so they can watch.  She does have trust in the Mayor, Chief Clark and Council that they will cleanup the area.


Norman Brooks – Stanton Avenue – stated nothing happened until the flyers were passed out and signs were posted.  Feels no one wants to do anything.


Jim Smith – Stanton Avenue – wants to know what has been done since the last meeting.  Asked where the drugs went that was confiscated.  The officer should be investigated.  Mr. Clark responded he is doing what he can do.  He stated he has to work within the law.    

Charlotte Russell – stated when an officer is called he is supposed to help and not argue with you.  Also reported a pit bull on Ohio Avenue that needs to be checked out for insurance requirements.  Mr. Williams asked Mr. Sturgill to check out the dog to see if they meet the insurance requirement.

Ms. Hickman-Aeh asked what the procedure was for an officer being called out.  Mr. Clark responded that the call comes in to the dispatcher and an officer is notified.  Calls are taken in order and the more serious calls taken first.  He stated all calls will be answered.


Gertrude Rideout – Stanton Avenue – people have asked her if she takes pills.  They were willing to pay her for the pills.  Sam Craft just shrugs shoulders when there is a complaint.


Larry Weghorst – Stanton Avenue – he also does not want drug dealers in the area.  He feels the Chief and Mayor are doing the best they can do.  Stated this is all about the kids and said we all need to stick together to solve the problem.


Salem Jackson – reported he does charity work around the New Boston area and also would like to help out anytime.


Bernice Pierce – reported that after the last meeting someone said something to her as soon as she got home.  She feels nothing has changed since the last meeting and is still frightened.


Steve Hamilton – knows drugs are in the area, not only on Stanton but in his neighborhood also.  He had a truck stolen right out of his back yard recently.  Pizza Hut was robbed and nothing in the paper.  Portsmouth and County reports are in the newspaper but New Boston items are not.  He would like to see them reported.

Mike Payton – reported he walked on Stanton and Grace.  He feels there is a big problem but he is here to stay and help.  He feels formal complaints should be filed.

Mr. Mills – reported there is much pride in the village and encourages everyone to pray for the community.


No presenting and acting on petitions


Reports of:


Mr. Warren, Mayor – thanked everyone for coming and their support of the community.  Violence is everywhere but if we stick together these things will be solved.  Call him anytime.  The police chief has a hot line and he encourages anyone to call.

Recommended Mr. Jack Harr as a new police officer.  Mr. Harr has eight years with the sheriff’s department and resides in West Portsmouth.  His effective hire date will be August 24, 2008.  The roll was called.  The voting results – ayes – 6.


Presented court report for July.  Mr. Mills made a motion to accept and file the report.  Mr. Hamilton seconded the motion.  All members concurring, Mr. Warren declared the motion carried 6-0.


Presented a warrant’s list from the court files per request of Ms. Hickman-Aeh.

There was some discussion about publishing these records in the newspaper.

Mrs. Loper, Clerk – no report


Mrs. Bender, Treasurer – no report


Mr. Lytten, Legal Counsel – no report


Mr. Sturgill, Village Administrator – reported to council he had talked with Cindy Charles who is with the Air Pollution Control through the Ohio EPA and she reported to him the air quality has improved greatly since the closing of the Coke Plant.


Ms. Aldridge, Income Tax Director – presented report for July 2008.  

Mr. Williams made a motion to accept and file the report.  Mr. Mills seconded the motion.  All members concurring, Mr. Warren declared the motion carried 6-0.


Mr. Clark, Chief of Police – Report of calls received – Mr. Mills made a motion to accept and file the report.  Mr. Williams seconded the motion.  All members concurring,

Mr. Warren declared the motion carried 6-0.  Also thanked council for the appointment of Jack Harr.


Mr. Bender, Fire Chief – Quarterly report – Mr. Salyers made a motion to accept and file the report.  Mr. Mills seconded the motion.  All members concurring, Mr. Warren declared the motion carried 6-0.


Mr. Payton – Utilities and communications – talked to AEP and they reported pictures were mailed with information about poles and red lights in New Boston.  He will schedule a meeting sometime in the future with Mr. Hacker and the committee.


Ms. Hickman-Aeh – Lands and Buildings – reported the grant she applied for the village in regards for funds for demolition had not been approved.

RECESS


Mr. Staggs – Superintendent of New Boston Schools – spoke to council about the updates of the proposed new school.  He said things are moving in a positive manner.
Funding of 88% will be provided by the state.  The new school vote will be on the November ballot.  The site has yet been decided on.  He thanked everyone for the support of everyone.


Reading of Ordinances and Resolutions


An Ordinance was read establishing a “Village Master Pay Ordinance” and repealing Ordinance No. 8-2007 and declaring an emergency.


Mr. Hamilton moved the rules requiring an ordinance or resolution of an general or permanent nature involving the expenditure of money be read on three separate dates be suspended.  Mr. Mills seconded the motion.  The roll was called.  The voting results – ayes 6.


Mr. Williams moved the Ordinance No. 17-2008 be adopted.  Mr. Hamilton seconded the motion. The roll was called.  The voting results – ayes 6.

A resolution was read requesting certification from the Scioto County Auditor the tax valuation of the Village of New Boston and the amount four(4.0) mills renewal tax levy would provide.


Mr. Williams moved Resolution No. 6-2008 be adopted.  Mr. Hamilton seconded the motion.  The roll was called.  The voting results – ayes 6.


Mr. Williams made a motion to go into executive session to discuss personnel.  Mr. Hamilton seconded the motion.  All members concurring, Mr. Warren declared the motion carried.


New Business – none


There being no further business, Mr. Hamilton moved the meeting be adjourned.  Mr. Mills seconded the motion.  All member concurring, Mr. Warren declared the meeting adjourned at 10.00 p.m.




                     _________________________________








 President of Council

Passed:  _______________________, 2008

Attest:  ________________________


Village Clerk

