MINUTES

NEW BOSTON VILLAGE COUNCIL

DECEMBER 16, 2008


Regular session of New Boston Village Council was called to order at 6:30 p.m.  James Warren, Jr., President of Council, presided over the meeting.  The roll was called with the following members of council being present:  Ms. Hickman-Aeh, Mr. Williams, Mr. Payton, Mr. Mills and Mr. Salyers.


Mr. Mills made a motion to excuse the absent member, Mrs. Newman.

Mr. Salyers seconded the motion.  All members concurring, Mr. Warren declared the motion carried 5-0.


Pledge of allegiance/silent prayer


Mr. Mills made a motion to accept and file the minutes from December 2, 2008.

Mr. Salyers seconded the motion.  All members concurring, Mr. Warren declared the motion carried 5-0.


Mr. Mills made a motion to accept and file the minutes from the special meeting held December 10, 2008.  Mr. Williams seconded the motion.  All members concurring, Mr. Warren declared the motion carried 5-0.


No reports from visitors


No acting on petitions


Reports from:

 
Mr. Warren, Mayor – reported he had met with Bob Walton, SOPA and Brownfield Restoration Group and signed a document for an application for cleanup of the Coke Plant area and the diesel repair shop from the Clean Ohio Assistance Fund.  Trying to get the area cleaned up so Infra-Metals can take over the area.  Hope to get started by spring.


Also reported SFI will be doing an expansion and they are working two shifts.


Letter was received from AEP and due to finances they will not be doing any repairs until 2010.  Electric rates will also increase.  He said he would write a letter opposing the increase.

Met with the Liquor Control concerning the transfer of license from M.T. Corral to Greg Robbins.  Asked for Council’s approval for the transfer.  After discussion from the council members, Mr. Williams made a motion not to object the transfer.  Mr. Payton seconded the motion.  All members concurring, Mr. Warren declared the motion carried 5-0.


Submitted the name of Steve Hamilton as Village Administrator effective

January 5, 2009.  Reported he had went through all the interviews and all applicants had very good credentials and he is recommending Mr. Hamilton for the job.

Mr. Mills made a motion to accept the recommendation of Mr. Hamilton.  

Mr. Williams seconded the motion.  Mr. Warren asked for any questions from council concerning Mr. Hamilton.  Ms. Hickman-Aeh was concerned about wages for Mr. Hamilton coming from the Community Development when Mr. Hamilton was not qualified for community development.  She stated she would like the pay changed and was not comfortable voting until the pay was changed.  She stated money coming into Community Development should be used for that purpose.  Mr. Williams explained the Master Pay Ordinance stated the pay for Village Administrator would come from one half general fund and one half community development and the finance committee could meet and discuss to change the pay.  Mr. Warren suggested hiring Mr. Hamilton and then addressing the community development funds.  Mr. Payton suggested having a finance meeting before January 5, 2009 to discuss changing the pay for the Village Administrator and maybe contracting out the community development department.  Ms. Hickman-Aeh said Mr. Warren had stated in the past council meetings that he was in no hurry hiring a Village Administrator since everything was rolling along just fine and the longer we wait to hire a village administrator it saves money in wages.  Ms. Hickman-Aeh stated she was deeply concerned the way this was handled since the recommendation was not on the agenda, not in the council packet and was just informed tonight of the recommendation.  Mr. Warren stated there had been a motion made and then asked for the roll call.  The roll was called.  The voting results are as follows:  ayes – 3 (Mills, Williams, Salyers) abstains – 2 (Hickman-Aeh, Payton).


Mrs. Loper, Clerk – presented clerk’s report for November.  Mr. Williams moved to accept and file the report.  Mr. Payton seconded the motion.  All members concurring, Mr. Warren declared the motion carried 5-0.

Mrs. Bender, Treasurer – absent


Mr. Lytten, Legal Counsel – reported a bill was received for $224. 51 for court cost from an incident from 2005 and the Village is responsible.


Mrs. Aldridge, Income Tax Director – absent


Mr. Clark, Police Chief – presented report dated December 12, 2008.  Mr. Mills made a motion to accept and file the report.  Mr. Payton seconded the motion.  All members concurring, Mr. Warren declared the motion carried 5-0.


Mr. Bender, Fire Chief – no report
Reports of Committees:


Mr. Williams – Laws and Finance – no report but discussion was held concerning the pay for the Village Administrator.  Mr. Williams made a motion to bring in an ordinance at the next meeting to change the master pay ordinance to reflect the pay for the VA to come from the general fund only and not the community development fund.
  Mr. Mills seconded the motion.  All members concurring, Mr. Warren declared the motion carried 5-0
Mr. Payton – Utilities and Communications – applauds OSCO for writing a letter to AEP objecting the rate increase and encourages everyone to do the same.
Send letter to the Office of Ohio Consumer’s Council.

Reading of Ordinances and Resolutions


Third reading was given to an ordinance transferring amounts in the general fund of the Village of New Boston and declaring an emergency.


Mr. Salyers moved Ordinance No. 32-2008 be adopted.  Mr. Mills seconded the motion.  The roll was called.  The voting results are as follows – ayes 5.


An ordinance to make appropriations for current expenses and other expenses of the Village of New Boston, Ohio, for twelve months ending December 31, 2009; and declaring an emergency.


Mr. Salyers moved the rules requiring an ordinance or resolution of a general or permanent nature involving the expenditure of money be read on three separate dates be suspended.  Mr. Mills seconded the motion.  The roll was called.  The voting results are as follows:  ayes – 5.

Mr. Mills moved Ordinance No. 33-2008 be adopted.  Mr. Salyers seconded the motion.  The roll was called.  The voting results are as follows – ayes – 5.


New Business


Mr. Mills – wished everyone Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year and said he is looking forward to working with Mr. Hamilton.


Ms. Hickman-Aeh – stated from the ORC that three-fourths of council would be needed in order to suspend the rules and not two-thirds as previously used.  Mr. Lytten confirmed that her statement was correct.  Mr. Williams did explain the difference in suspending the rules and passing an ordinance on emergency which two-thirds of council would be needed for that.

Mr. Salyers – asked the police chief about trucks on the Kiwanis lot with flat tires and no tags.  Mr. Clark stated they were on private property and he would have the Captain to talk to them.

Reported the light at Bob Evans still needs the timer fixed.  Traffic cannot get out of the lot and is causing accidents.


Complained about the solicitation at the corner of Harrisonville Avenue and Gallia Street.  Last year the collection was stopped and now it had been approved again, but there were two kids in the middle of the street collecting.  He feels collection at this corner should be stopped before someone gets hurt.  Mr. Lytten stated the statute does allow collections but he is concerned about liability for the Village.  Mr. Salyers stated he is in favor of helping people but the rules need to be strict and council needs to stick by their decision.  Mr. Lytten stated the permit the Village issues could have the rules stated as approved by council.  Mr. Warren reported collections for Portsmouth and New Boston totaled around $26,000 - $13,000 going to Portsmouth and $13,000 for New Boston.  He invited everyone over to the fire department to look at all the toys and clothing wrapped for the needy.  Council members agreed that kids should not be collecting in the streets and should be shut down if they are.  Mr. Williams also said our ordinance states these organizations have to be a 501(c)(3).  Members agreed to look over the ordinance and revise if necessary.


Complained the Community Common is still littering the streets and another letter should be sent to them.


Mr. Payton – reported his first experience with Breakfast with Santa went very well.  Some of the pictures are on the web site.  Stated one year has gone by since he has been on council and looking forward to working with everyone again this year.  Commented we all work together and things need to be taken professionally and not personally.  Welcomed Mr. Hamilton as Village Administrator and wished everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.


Mr. Williams – thanked all volunteers and the Mayor’s generosity for the breakfast with Santa especially Steve, Dick and Faye Jenkins and John Wickline for their help.  Reported the service department is doing a good job keeping up with the streets but warned the weather is getting worse and so will the potholes and the street cracking and breaking up.  Man hole at Scioto Smiles needs repaired.  Wished everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Mr. Warren – thanked everyone who helped with the Breakfast with Santa.

There being no further business, Mr. Mills moved the meeting be adjourned.  Mr. Williams seconded the motion.  All members concurring, Mr. Warren declared the meeting adjourned at 7:55 p.m.







___________________________________








President of Council

Passed:  _______________________, 2008

Attest:  _______________________


Village Clerk
